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Opiate Facts

One in ten 

In 2016

high school seniors in the 
US admits to abusing prescription 

painkillers.

116 people
every day from opioid-related 

drug overdose.

Examining national-level general population heroin data 

(including those in and not in treatment), nearly 80 percent 
of heroin users reported using prescription opioids prior to heroin.

Drug overdose deaths in 
2016 most likely exceeded 

59,000.

More than 40% of all U.S. opioid overdose deaths in 2016 involved a 
prescription opioid, with more than 46 people dying every day 

from overdoses involving prescription opioids.

RIP

In 2016, 63,632 persons 
died of a drug overdose in the United 

States; 66.4% involved an opioid.

11.5 million 
abused their opioid 

prescription.

2.1 million 
misused their opioid prescription 

for the first time.

2.1 million 
people had an opioid 

use disorder
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